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A Letter to 4 Friend Concerning the late Au- 
ſwers to a Letter to the Diſſenter. 


Dear Sir, | 
O U have infinitely obliged me in ſending the ſe- 
veral Anſwers to the Letter to the Diflenter : 
- For notwithſtanding the many RefleQions upon 
the Church of Evgland which I find there, yet I cannot 
bur heartily laugh to obſervehow atraid-ſome peopleare 
leſt the Diſſencers, thoſe eſpecially who have moſt Mo- 
ney as well as Underſtanding ſhould like that better, 
and be a little aware how .they are made Tools to do 
miſchief both tothemſelves and others. But that which 
pleaſerh me moſt of all.is to find that thoſe two [neom- 
parable Worthies Sir R. L. and H. C. whoſe former wri- 
tings had like to have ſet the people together by the 
Ears, do nov lovingly accord together: to the Satisfa- 
ion of the whole Nation, and notwithſtanding their 
former Fewds- and Bickerings can now. write both on 
the ſame ſide. 

Nor do I fee any ſuch neceſſary Contrariety between In- 
fallibility and Liberty, ſaita H, C. p. 11. Why then this 
Liberty and Infallibility truly underſtood and rightly dife 
tinguiſhed may very well ſtand _ and the bolding 
the one Opinion does not at all claſh with permitting the 
Exerciſe of the other ; faith Sir R. L.p. 7. - + 

Whereas we ſee many places where both Papifts ard 
Proteftants live wery quietly together, ſaith H. C.'p. 3+ 
To ſay nothing of ihe freedom they are allowec in 
divers places where they live intermixt, (aith Sir. R. p. 10. 


| _ | 
"* There's 2 great differente, quoth H. C. p. 29. between 
repealing. a\Law and relaxing or diſpencing with the Pe- 
nalty. The forft can only be done in Parliament, the lat- 
ter has been always adjudged to be part of the Royal Pre 
ropative. The King, quoth Sir R. ſuſpends by his Bye- 
rogative, but a Total Repeal muſt be the work of his Ma- 
jefty in Parliament, which does not yet binder the Tim- 
' porary Virtue of a Temporary Suſpenſion. 

When I conſidered theſe and the like Paſſages, where - 
in our two Patriots tothe welfare of the Publick do now 
ſo happily agree; T could not at firſt keep out of my 
mind a fooliſh Suſpiſion, that theſe Gentlemen were 
certainly two of the Midiators of the new Alliance, which 
theEetter to the Diſſenter makes mention of, and that all 
their former Janglmg was only m Jeſt and by Agree- 
ment. And, to tell you all ; the temptation was very 
 frrong upon me for a while, to believe that beſides the 
ebtmmtnon work' which they were both tmployed abour, 
they 'meanr nothing elſe by their pretended Quarre), 
then to obtain ſume modeſt Allowances for their ne- 
ceflary Occaſions, the one from the Church of Exg- 
lend, the other from the Diſſenters. But I ſaon bla- 
med my ſelf for ſuſpeCting that Men of their Integri:y 
and Fortunes conld ever be perſwaded to condeſcend 
to ſo mean, not to ſay ſounworthy an Undertakeing. 

At laſt conſulting Sir R. about it, T found him to- 
have falved the Difficulty, p. 12. where he tells that 
according to a change of Circumſtances, a Man of Prin- 
tiples may wary his Tudgment with a reſpeS} to Hic and 

Nunc, as to ſome: particular : and conſequently that 
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in how great Eſteem foever they may have formerl 
been there may be a time, wherein one Book called 


 Toleration difcuſs'd may be of no uſe at all, and ano- 


ther called the Pacquets of Adwire ſhall ' be quite 
out of Seaſon. For Then was Then, and Now % Now, 
But whatever may have cauſed this Alteration , 
which happens to appear in theſe Gentlemens Wri- 
tings; it gives me occaſion to be very merry ſome- 
times, with ſome of their wonted Admrers : For 
whenever I get ſome of my Tory Parſons near me. 
Behold, cry I, your Obſervator pleading for Liberty 
of Conſcience, and for Accomodations. does not this 
deſerve a ſecond Contribution ? --«--- And no ſooner 
are they gone, and ſome of the Non-Cons ( with whom 
I am acquainted ) come to make me a Vitit, but I 
preſently fetch out H.C's Anſwer. Look you Gentle- 
men,ſay I, the Papiſts are not ſuch cruel people as you 
imagined ; and you were baſely abuſed in the Weekly 
Adwices which you were wont to receive from Rome. 
Both Parties ſcratch their Heads upon this Occaſi- 
on, and ſome endeavour to defend their Writings; 
but others ſwear they will never truſt any of theſe 
mercenary Scriblers for the future. eo 
But the beſt of all is this, chat notwithſtanding 
this ſtrong Confederacy of theſe mighty Men againſt + 
a poor {ſingle Letter ; they are not agreed of what fort 
of Kidney he is who wrote tt. | 
H.C. will have him to be an high-flown perſecuting 
Church of Ergland Man ;. but Sir R. inſinuates p.' 26. 
as if he were a Diſſenter,or ar leaſt a Diſſenters Fellow 
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But be he who he will it is both their Opinions, that 
his Deſign is nothing but to ſtir up Fears and Jealou- 
ſies, and therefore that it is as much as the Diſlenters 
Lives are worth to mind one word what he ſaith ro them, 

Now leta Writer be what be will, when ſo much 
Pains is taken, and by ſuch different Tools, to bring 
abour what it ſeems that Letter would obſtruct : were 
Fa Diſſenter, I ſhould be a little tempred to conſider 
the Purporr of it. And if ſo many Thouſands rhere- 
of have. as Sir R. aſlerts, been fold, the Printer is moſt 
of all beholden to the Number as well as the dulneſs 
of the Anſwers to it. : 

But certainly R. is moſt .of all to be blamed in rete- 
ference to the ſpreading of it ; for he has cauſed it to be 
Printed almoſt intire, as well as added a foil to ſer it off: 

I ſappoſe I ſhall be accounted at leaſt a Trimmer for 
talking at this rate. But one would think that accor- 
ding to Sir R. meaning of that word .( who makes a 
Trimmer to one who is always ready to change with 
the Times) he himſelf was much more ſo : For his 
Judgment itſcems can alter pro hic &-. nunc : and not- 
withſtanding for three whole Volumes of Obſervarrs, 
whoat laſt ſo kind as he and a Diſſenter ? | 

And why may not my Anſwer be addreſſed to a Diſſenter 
too, p. 2. Ay why not to a Dilſenter? my Old dearly- 
beloved Diſſenter? And then as if he would hng him 
to death at parting he concludes dear'Sir, your moſt 
affetionate humble Servant. | 

As forrcheother meaning of the word Tiim ner where- 


.by I always underſtood one that was for. making the 
CI: 
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Terms of Communion as eafie as he could, and for 
allowing ſuch a Liberty as might be conſt ſtent with the 
publick Safety; I care not who: thinks me ſuch a 
one. And although I do not pretend to promiſe any - 
thing in the behalf of others, yet I am apt to believe 
that many of our Beſt Divines both are and have all a- 
long been of the ſame Mind, and had it not been for 
Men of ſuch a Temper as Sir R. L.S. and H. C. and 
the College in a certain place beyond the Seas for the 
propagating of that Faith ; things had tended that way 
long before now. 

Is it not pleaſant to obſerve that in the very ſame 
Paper one of theſe ſhould be able to 'detet a Confpi- 
racy of Common-wealchs Men; and the other a Plot 
both of the Latitudinarian Divines and high-flown 
Church-men :: That the one ſhould find faulr Nth the 
Author thereof for his Moderation, as being therefore 
no Genuine Son of the Church of England; and the other 
inſinuateas if no moderation were intended : and becauſe 
his wonted Clawor No Popery, No Arbitrary Government, 
will now take, ſtretches his Throat with bawling No Pex- 
ſecution, No Perſecution. 

Imeddle not with the ſubje& matter of the preſent 
debate, the Teſts and penal Laws, but I could be glad to 
have none of us mind what the Tawons and the Beggars 
ſay concerning them. For theſe alway wreſt every thing 
'to the worſt ſenſe, widen the Breaches, which honeſt men 
endeavour to cloſe, and are not ſo much concerned' for 
Truth, as that they can getmoſt money for writing, 

For the reſt of the Anſwers to the Letter which you 


ferit ſme; we are very muck beholden to the Authors, 'for 
diſeovering by inany undoubted Characters who they are, 
for they are neither colouping Ditſenters as H. C. is, nor 
| half-faced Church of England Proteſtants, as is Sir R. bur 
downright honeſt Papiſts. This ſame Letter thought 1 
has brought good company together. 

As tothe Diſſenters, notwithſtanding this noiſe about 
Perſecution ; I hope they will be ſa wiſe as to conſider 
from whence the orders about it camefrom time ta time : 
and hkewiſe what were the times and {eafons when it was 
moſt ſet on foot; thar for ſecret reaſons they have had 
their worſe and their better days, asif they had beenone 
while ſwinged off-to ſowre then agammſtthe Church,and 
another while ſtroakedthat rhey might live ro remember 
it: Laſtly, that when any of the Church Party talked 
on the ſeverefide;the reaſon of that was no ſecret, Whilſt 
polling at Gni/dhall for ſuch as had once overturn'd.the 
Government, it could not be expected but that it ſhould 
give occaſion to ſome who were zealoully concern'd for 
the preſentEſtabliſhment, and for the weltareboth of his 
preſent and Jare Majeſty, to be more hot againſt them 
chan otherwiſe they would have been. 

But if neither- the Confideration of theſc things, mor 
of afy thing elſe can deter them from doing what it 
is intended they ſhall, nor from dividing the Body and 
the Intereſt of-the Englſb Reformation. 

All the harm I with is that they-do not at the 
run bring that both tpon themſelves and others whi 
they arc at-preſent ſo much concerned to avoid. 

_T am yours 
.S.F. 


